
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2483 April 28, 2015 
Mr. Speaker, Governor Castro is an 

inspiration to Arizonans and Latinos in 
public service throughout this country. 

I want to thank, again, Congressman 
GRIJALVA for his tremendous work on 
this legislation, and I urge its passage. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no other speakers. Let me thank my 
colleague, Mr. GALLEGO, for his support 
and his eloquent statements. And to 
Mr. RYAN, thank you again for expe-
diting and having this vote today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
I will just simply say I congratulate 
the Arizona delegation for bringing 
this bipartisan bill to the floor. It is a 
fitting tribute to a man who has an im-
portant place in history. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
RYAN) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1075. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SISTER ANN KEEFE POST OFFICE 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 651) to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 820 Elmwood Avenue 
in Providence, Rhode Island, as the 
‘‘Sister Ann Keefe Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 651 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SISTER ANN KEEFE POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 820 
Elmwood Avenue in Providence, Rhode Is-
land, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Sister Ann Keefe Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Sister Ann Keefe Post 
Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JODY B. HICE) and the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the bill under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 651, in-
troduced by Representative DAVID 
CICILLINE, for the purpose of desig-
nating the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 820 Elmwood Avenue in 
Providence, Rhode Island, as the Sister 
Ann Keefe Post Office. 

Sister Ann Keefe was a dedicated 
public servant and a community activ-
ist who touched the lives of many, 
many people in Providence, Rhode Is-
land. In fact, for over 30 years, Sister 
Keefe led the Social Justice ministry 
at St. Michael’s church. She was in-
strumental in founding nearly two 
dozen community organizations. 

Unfortunately, Sister Keefe passed 
away from cancer earlier this year, on 
January 18, at the young age of 62. 
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Sister Keefe will be remembered for 
her incredible ability to get things 
done and to turn an idea into reality. 
She will be remembered for her many 
accomplishments and as an example of 
selfless and faithful service. 

Naming a postal facility for Sister 
Ann Keefe in the community that she 
served and lived in for so many years 
will help memorialize her dedication to 
the people of Providence and encourage 
others to follow her example of public 
service. So I urge Members to support 
this bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I thank the gentleman from Georgia 

for his kind words with respect to Sis-
ter Ann Keefe. 

I rise today to speak in support of 
H.R. 651, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 820 Elmwood Avenue in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, as the Sister Ann 
Keefe Post Office. 

Sister Ann, who passed away on Jan-
uary 18 of this year, was a dedicated 
activist for the poor and disenfran-
chised, an advocate for nonviolence, a 
champion of social justice and equal 
opportunity, and a beloved member of 
the Rhode Island community. 

Sister Ann was born in Warren, Mas-
sachusetts, in 1952 to a large family. A 
dedicated Catholic, Sister Ann joined 
the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1982 after 
first earning a master’s degree in social 
work from Fordham University. Sister 
Ann spent the next 33 years of her life 
in service at St. Michael the Archangel 
Church in south Providence and left an 
indelible mark on Rhode Island that 
will not be forgotten. 

Sister Ann was instrumental in the 
founding and development of over 22 
organizations that aimed to improve 
the lives of members of the community 
most in need. These organizations in-
cluded the Institute for the Study and 
Practice of Nonviolence, Providence 
CityArts for Youth, the Community 
Boating Center, and AIDS Care Ocean 

State. These organizations embody the 
passion and relentless work Sister Ann 
dedicated her life to and serve as a re-
minder of her tireless advocacy and 
selfless commitment to others. 

I offer this legislation today along 
with my colleagues in the Rhode Island 
delegation to designate the facility at 
820 Elmwood Avenue in Providence as 
the Sister Ann Keefe Post Office in 
order to create a permanent reminder 
of Sister Ann’s contributions and of 
her accomplishments in our commu-
nity. 

I had the extraordinary honor of 
working with Sister Ann over many 
years and treasure our friendship. Her 
life was spent magnanimously. Her 
dedication, spirit, and generosity to 
others will be missed by all who knew 
her. 

I thank Chairman CHAFFETZ and 
Ranking Member CUMMINGS of the 
House Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee for their work in pass-
ing this legislation and urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 651 to honor 
Sister Ann’s memory and her extraor-
dinary legacy. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, I would like to make the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE) aware that I have no further 
requests for time, and I am prepared to 
close. 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time. 

Again, I move the passage of this 
piece of legislation, which will honor a 
great woman who contributed so much 
to my great State. I thank the gen-
tleman from Georgia for his accommo-
dation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, I am very much pleased to 
support this legislation honoring Sister 
Ann Keefe by lending her name to the 
Elmwood Avenue post office in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JODY 
B. HICE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 651. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

JOSEPH F. WEIS JR. UNITED 
STATES COURTHOUSE 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1690) to designate the United 
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States courthouse located at 700 Grant 
Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as 
the ‘‘Joseph F. Weis Jr. United States 
Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1690 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse located at 
700 Grant Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Joseph F. Weis Jr. United States Court-
house’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘Joseph F. Weis Jr. 
United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) and the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. CARSON) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1690. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 1690 designates the United 

States courthouse located at 700 Grant 
Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as 
the Joseph F. Weis Jr. United States 
Courthouse. 

Joseph F. Weis, Jr., served as a Fed-
eral judge on the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Third Circuit from 
1973 until assuming senior status in 
1988. He served in that capacity until 
his death last year. 

Prior to his appointment to the 
United States Court of Appeals, Judge 
Weis was appointed to the United 
States District Court for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania. 

Prior to his appointment to the Fed-
eral bench, he served as a judge on the 
Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny 
County and was in the private practice 
of law. 

Judge Weis served our country dur-
ing the Second World War as a captain 
in the United States Army and is bur-
ied in Arlington National Cemetery. 

Given Judge Weis’ service and dedi-
cation to our country, it is fitting to 
name this courthouse after him. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1690 names the 
U.S. Federal courthouse in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, for Judge Joseph Weis, a 
distinguished jurist who made signifi-
cant contributions to the surrounding 
community. 

Judge Weis was a World War II vet-
eran who received the Bronze Star and 
the Purple Heart with oak leaf clusters 
for his service in the Army. Judge Weis 
went on to graduate from Duquesne 
University and the University of Pitts-
burgh Law School. In 1970, he was ap-
pointed to the Western District Court 
of Pennsylvania. Three years later, he 
was appointed to the Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals and went on to serve 
44 years as a distinguished Federal 
judge. 

Judge Weis won numerous awards 
while on the bench, including the 
DeVitt Award, considered the highest 
award for a Federal judge; the Pitt Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award; and he 
served as an adjunct faculty member at 
the Pitt School of Law. 

Because of Judge Weis’ dedicated 
service to the legal community and his 
exemplary time as a jurist in Pitts-
burgh, it is fitting to name this court-
house in his honor. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this legislation. 

Mr. BARLETTA. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE), my very 
distinguished colleague. 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. I thank my good friend for yield-
ing me time. I want to thank him as 
well for his support for this legislation 
in committee and here today on the 
floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 1690, legislation to designate 
the Federal courthouse in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, as the Joseph F. Weis 
Jr. United States Courthouse. 

I have the honor and privilege of rep-
resenting the city of Pittsburgh in the 
House of Representatives. Joseph F. 
Weis, Jr., was a well known and re-
spected individual in western Pennsyl-
vania who served his country both as a 
soldier and as a judge. 

Naming the Federal courthouse in 
Pittsburgh would be fitting recognition 
for an individual with such a long and 
distinguished record of service to his 
country. 

Joe Weis left college and enlisted in 
the U.S. Army during World War II. 
Later in life, he described that decision 
simply as ‘‘the thing to do. The coun-
try was at war, and I felt I should be 
out there doing my share.’’ And he 
clearly did. He was wounded twice 
fighting in France with the 4th Ar-
mored Division. He was awarded the 
Bronze Star for Valor and a Purple 
Heart with an oak leaf cluster for his 
action in combat. 

After the war, Joe Weis completed 
his undergraduate degree at Duquesne 
University and then pursued a legal ca-
reer, joining his father’s practice after 
graduating from the University of 
Pittsburgh Law School in 1950. After a 
number of years in private practice, he 
was elected to the Allegheny County 
Court of Common Pleas in 1968 as the 

first choice on both the Democratic 
and Republican ballots. As a judge, he 
rapidly earned a reputation for dedica-
tion, integrity, and hard work. Two 
years later, Judge Weis was appointed 
to the Federal bench, and in 1973, he 
was appointed to the U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals for the Third Circuit, one 
step below the Supreme Court. 
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He served on that court for 40 years, 

retiring just 2 years ago when he was 90 
years old. 

He worked tirelessly to improve the 
judicial system, advocating for innova-
tive courtroom technologies and en-
forcement of judicial ethics. He was 
recognized for his outstanding service 
on the bench with the Devitt Award, 
the highest honor given to Federal 
judges. 

Amidst this impressive list of accom-
plishments, he was known most of all 
for the strength of his character. Joe 
Weis was beloved by his colleagues and 
his law clerks, who to this day call 
themselves ‘‘Weis guys.’’ 

Joseph F. Weis, Jr.’s life is a model 
all public servants should aspire to 
emulate. Naming this Federal court-
house in his honor is a fitting way to 
honor this long, faithful, and capable 
service to our country and to hold him 
up as an example of a true public serv-
ant. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this legislation 
to name the Federal courthouse in 
Pittsburgh in his honor. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to thank my colleague, Mr. 
DOYLE, from Pennsylvania. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1690. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

R. JESS BROWN UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 172) to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 501 East 
Court Street in Jackson, Mississippi, 
as the ‘‘R. Jess Brown United States 
Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 172 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse located at 
501 East Court Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, shall be known and designated as 
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